2/21/69 


Dear Gary, 


In our conversation a little before midnight, when you said v ince 
was again going to New Orleans, and at their request, I did not express one 
of my misgivings. Li'l is tyqing the addition I need to go further in the work 
I’m.nin the middle of, so I tell you. 

For seme time, end I hope wrongly, x have had th9 feeling that 
things were being contrived to make it look es though a concerted conspiracy 
would make 9 court victory impossible. Things thet coujd and should have teen 
done, thet presented no problem, were abandoned once it looked this way. Most 
recent example, Washington case. That phone call is responsible for the case 
not being decided back in January, that and nothing else. Since then, the delay 
has teen from New Orleans. With at most another day or so before the appeal 
would have been heard and 8 record thereby made, it was arranged for that to 
be moot. While I an very unhappy about the things Vince has done that he 
should not have and has not done that he promised, I do not want him to be 
one of the victims or a goat. If and when what he aid on the Washington thing 
alone dsvms on him, he’ll have enough trouble with himself. More, he knows 
nothing about the New Orleans case and too-lit tie about the rest. I think the 
only reason he W8s asked to go down after the decision is to involve him. There 
is at this point nothing he can do except hold a hand -and get in a position 
to have some of the blame placed on him. 

With another interpretation, it is also bad, for Jim’s paranoia 
is comforted by Vince’s. If he wsnts Vi nC 9 for that purpose, it is not a good 
sign. 

In a few hours Hsgerty will announce his decision. I think he will 
not direct a verdict. If they want Vince for the defense witnesses, they sure 
have th 9 wrong, guy. Ke has done no work in several years and is wrong on one 
of 1 the main ones, Frazier. There is a real oprortunity to do something with those 
witnesses announced by the defense. 1 do not expect it, for good sources on 
our side, strong partisans, tell me the court-room work has been incompetent. 

The lawyers know nothing about the case, really, and do not listen when they 
are told. I did not expect incompetence, thaii the home-work would not have been 
done. However, it makes little difference in the long run, for if Shaw is 
convicted he will be acquitted on appeal, as I told you in advance, there are 
that many technicalities that can cause it. I happen to agree with Hagerty’s 
decision, if not with his remarks. The case would have been reversed had he 
made any other.... I wonder if Penn is trying to revalidate Boxley, or cook up 
a case against one of us? . . .Art Kevin asked about the things xrom "ashingten. 
Alcock said, " We’ve got enough headaches as it is. !7e don’t knew what they’ll 
send us". Like fake Gonnally X-rays, when the real ones are published? Or 3 
new "magic bullet" when 1 have pictures of the old? Or a different rifle? For 
what purpose? The paranoia permeatesp. . .Jim told Jaffe net to tell me anything 
about "Farewell" and Lamarre. . .Bernebei hes interest in Malcolm X, but I do 
not know what knowledge. Nice fellow. Enjoyed his visit. read while I worked, 
most of the time. ...I’ve heard' from N.O. only from the press since the trial 
began. I phoned Moo once, to ask that he try and arrange that the Washington 
suit not become moot. He said there wes nc chance. That means even without this 
seized-upon excuse...Cne of the v/itnesses they dumped in the last minute was 
Dago Gamer. That is a plus! Except that he is a big port of a movie Mark made, 
nobody suffers. . . .Fascinating that Finck is the autopsy dcctorrthey ere calling! 
They know better than to call H or 3. Finck is crazy to go. ...Thanks for ailing. 


Sincerely, 


